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doctrine, and adding to them the positive exhortations
to almsgiving, to free and lavish charity, we sec that
Christ's conception of practical goodness answers to his
ideal of a right state of mind. "We observed that he con-
sidered the healthy condition of character to be an en-
thusiastic or inspired condition ; we now find that he
prescribes just such conduct as would be prompted by
such enthusiastic feelings. And this consistency or unity
of his teaching will appear still more plainly when we
consider what the tenor of his own life was. It may
sometimes strike us that the time which he devoted to
acts of beneficence and the relief of ordinary physical evils
might have been given to works more permanently bene-
ficial to the race. Of his two great gifts, the power over
nature and the high moral wisdom and ascendency over
men, the former might be the more astonishing, but it is
the latter which gives him his everlasting dominion. lie
might have left to all subsequent ages more instruction if
he had bestowed less time upon diminishing slightly the
mass of evil around him, and lengthening by a span the
short lives of the generation in the midst of which he
lived. The-whole amount of good done by such works of
charity could not be great, compared with Christ's powers
of doing good; and if they were intended, as is often sup-
posed, merely as attestations of his 'divine mission, a few
acts of the kind would have served this purpose as well as
many. Yet we may see that they were in fact the great
work of his life ; his biography may be summed up in the
words, < he went about doing good;' his wise words were
secondary to his beneficial deeds; the latter were not
introductory to the former, but the former grew occasion-
ally, and, as it were, accidentally out of the latter. The